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THE C. Tell your master I thank him.

CBIQ. Now, give me that.

JEAN. Air, I *m not such a fool.

CBIQ. It was I who made you take it.

JEAN. I should have taken it without you.

THE C. Monsieur Tibaudier pleases me in that he

knows how to treat persons of my rank : he is

very respectful.

SCENE IV

THE VISCOUNT, THE COUNTESS, JULIE, CBIQUET,
ANDREE

THE V. I have come to inform you, Madam, that the
comedy will soon be ready, and that, in a quarter of
an hour, we can go into the hall.

THE C. Well, I do not intend to have a crush. Tell
my footman he has not to let any one enter.

THE V. If that be so., Madam, I have to tell you that
I must cancel the performance, I do not take any
pleasure in it when there is not a large company.
Believe me, if you really wish to be amused, you
should tell your people to let the whole town come in.

THE C. Boy, bring me a chair. You have come just
in time to accept a trifling sacrifice I wish to make
you. See, here is a letter from Monsieur Tibau-
dier, who has sent me some pears. I give you
leave to read it aloud, I have not yet read it.

THE V. The note is in excellent style, Madam, it
deserves to be listened to carefully. (Be reads.)

Madam, I should not have been able to make you
the present that accompanies this, if I did not gather
more fruit from my garden than I gather from my
passion.

THE C. This shows you clearly that nothing passes
between us.